Disaster Planning
   - Phase 5: Recovery

Recovery from a disaster must begin immediately after the emergency occurs and continue until all systems are back to normal. The following ten tips will help you through this process.

1. Coordinate activities among all recovery units. 

2. Ascertain if the building structure is safe for personnel. 

3. Continue working, in shifts if necessary, until recovery is secure and any installed protection system has been restored. 

4. Initiate salvage operations as soon as it is safe to do so. 

Salvage efforts should include the following:

· Call your insurance company office 

· Obtain backup equipment and supplies 

· Activate mutual-aid agreements 

· Separate damaged from undamaged equipment, stock, etc. 

· Pump out any standing water 

· Check electrical systems before start up Wipe down and cover equipment and stock 

· Dry out, clean and test equipment 

· Retrieve building plans, equipment specifications, shop layouts 

· Dehumidify damaged areas if needed 

· Document damage as recovery work proceeds

5. Maintain or reestablish security during the recovery stage, especially in critical areas. 

6. Establish surveillance to control looting, if warranted. 

7. Set up physical access barriers as needed. 

8. Secure software and vital records. 

9. Provide traffic control around the site. 

10. Make sure your customers know when you will resume normal company operations
